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Minutes of the 47th Annual General Meeting (AGM) of the Swiss Club of New South Wales (SCNSW) Limited 

Date: Friday, 12 June 2015 

Time: 18.30 - 19:30 

Place: The Austrian Club, 20 Grattan Crescent, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086 

Item Description 

1 

Welcome and Introduction 
The new board of director members are: Gabi Muff (Functions) (GM), Alois Simath (Secretary & Minutes) (AS), Chris Huber 
(Vice President) (CH); and existing Members: Peter Pluess (Advisory) (PP), Beat Ruegg (Treasurer) (BR), Nicola Enz-
Quealy (Membership) (NEQ) and Daniel Frutiger (President) (DF). Also present were Jessica Steiger-Thorpe (outgoing 
Editor) (JST), Barbara Koeppel (incoming Editor) (BK) and Martin Frutiger (Webmaster) (MF). DF welcomed those gathered, 
specifically Mr Norbert Schweizer, Honorary Lawyer for the SCNSW. DF also welcomed representatives from the Swiss 
Community Care Society and the Swiss Yodellers of Sydney.  
 

2 

Apologies 
DF conveyed apologies from Ms Ursula Schäppi (President, Swiss Australian Cultural Association). No proxies had been 
received.  
 

3 

Review of Action from Previous AGM 
DF aimed to make the meeting brief and as accurate as possible, and called for the meeting to adopt the minutes of the 46th 
AGM meeting (circulated online via: www.swissclubnsw.com) 
 

4 

Acceptance of minutes of previous AGM 
Proposed resolution: That the minutes of the 2014 AGM be accepted.  
 

Moved: Mr Armin Roth  Seconded: PP  

Passed 
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5 

President Report 
5.1. Welcome 
DF expressed his disappointment that the Swiss Consulate was not represented. He also welcomed a larger committee to 
the 47th AGM and thanked everyone for making the effort to attend. 
5.2. Functions 
DF advised that the SCNSW has offered a great deal of different events during the year, although some proved more 
successful than others. Participation for some outings were disappointing, despite events being organised to cater for a 
wider audience and varying age groups. DF remains hopeful that we can work closer with each other. The most popular 
events were the Swiss BBQ at Bronte Beach, Buure Zmorge at the Austrian Club, Swiss National Day Fondue Night at the 
Swiss Eiger Restaurant and Children’s Samichlaus (co-organised with the Swiss Playgroup Sydney) at Forsyth Park. These 
events will remain on the yearly calendar for 2016. The board of directors meet every first Monday on the month at the 
Swiss Eiger Restaurant and will do so in the near future. DF offered a special thank you to all board of director members for 
their efforts in volunteering time and input for all outings and activities organised by the SCNSW. DF also extended gratitude 
to all Swiss groups, organisations and sponsors, because without them the SCNSW would not run smoothly. 
5.3. Swiss Community News (SCN) 
DF also mentioned that as far as the SCN Magazine was concerned, the input and contributions from various Swiss groups 
and organisations need to improve in order to produce a high-quality reading experience for members. It is not good enough 
excuse when representatives from certain Swiss groups and organisations have nothing to contribute for the current SCN 
issue. After all, the SCN Magazine is not just for the SCNSW alone, it should be a reflection and information source that 
represents all Swiss affiliates. The SCNSW is as transparent as possible and all legal documents reflect on the efficiency 
and skills of each director for running the club. Only the chosen SCN Magazine Editor-in-Chief is financially rewarded for her 
time and efforts. 
5.4. Historical Swiss Artefacts 
Some Swiss artefacts, which have been in storage at Mr Armin Roth’s home, have been collected and placed accordingly. 
The large Helvetia silk flag has been donated and accepted by the Swiss Consulate and is now on display in the Head 
Office of the Consul General of Switzerland in Sydney. The President thanked Mr Armin Roth and Mr Alois Kretz for moving 
the flag, and Swiss Consul General Mr Ernst Steinmann for accepting this important piece of history. The Wooden Trachten 
Shields were gladly accepted by the Swiss Dance Group ‘Alpegruess’. 
 

6 

Treasurer report 
BR presented the financial report for 2014/15 advising that the SCNSW made a profit of $2,351.00, which was down on last 
year. The reduction was partially due to lower interest on deposits held and a reduction in advertising revenue. BR asked 
that the report be accepted. 
 
     Moved: PP                                                                                Seconded: Mr Bruno Loeffel 

Passed                                                                                                                          
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7 

Membership report 
NEQ advised that the SCNSW has lost some members, who have moved interstate or overseas; however, overall the 
membership increased by one (1) member during the year. NEQ advised that her job was made difficult by members not 
providing email addresses. During the year no Life Memberships were given. 
 

8 

Webmaster report 
MF advised that he currently has in excess of 400 email addresses from Swiss in Australia, Switzerland and as far away as 
Japan who all receive the monthly emailed newsflash. 
 

9 

Questions to directors 
Mrs Emilia Schaefer asked the President why we have discontinued to issue membership cards and why we do not send out 
a receipt when membership is paid. Emilia was advised that part of the reason was to keep costs down. 
 

10 

Acceptance of Board of Directors 
Board of directors who have been selected to stand for another term are: BR, PP, NEQ, AS, CH, GM and DF. 

     Moved: Mr Kurt Nevergelt  Seconded: Mrs Silvia Baselgia  

Passed 

11 

Acceptance of Auditor 
Michael Sunderland (son of Jim Sunderland) was chosen by the board to be the accountant and auditor for the financial 
results of the SCNSW. 
 

     Moved: PP  Seconded: Mrs Sonya Schweizer  

Passed 

12 

Appointment of Honourable Solicitor/Lawyer  
The SCNSW would appreciate to nominate Norbert Schweizer as representative to all legal questions and matters. 
 

     Moved: Mrs Elizabeth Roth  Seconded: Mrs Emilia Schaefer  

Passed 

13 

Concluding statements 
In conclusion, DF expressed gratitude to all volunteers specifically JST, BK, MF and Mrs Maria Frutiger. PP also proposed a 
special “thank you” to DF for a job well done. 
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Minute taker: 
Mr Alois Simath 

 

Signed: 

 

Name: 
Mr Daniel Frutiger 

Date: 
29/05/2016 

 


