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November

Wed 2 Swiss Entrepreneurs Lunch, 12.15 pm

Sun 6 SCNSW Buure Zmorge at the Austrian Club in Frenchs Forest, 10.00 am

Mon 14 Regional Jass Tournament at the Royal Hotel Leichhardt, 8.00 pm

Tue 15 SCCS Helpers Night, Il Bolognese, 6.30 pm

Sat 26 SCCS Christmas Seniors Luncheon, Concordia Club, Tempe, 12.00 pm

December

Thu 1 Cercle Romand, End of Year Dinner, details TBA, from 7.00 pm

Sun 4 SCNSW with Swiss Play Group Samichlaus, Forsyth Park, Neutral Bay, from 10.30 am

Wed 7 Swiss Entrepreneurs Lunch, 12.15 pm

Thu 8 SCCS Central Coast Seniors Christmas Cruise to Dangar Island, 11.00 am

Mon 19 Jassers and Swiss Club Members Christmas get together at the Royal Leichhardt Hotel

Next deadline for issue #230 is 12 February 2017 for the March 2017 issue
to swisscommunitynews@gmail.com with articles of 600 words max (400 min) and images of 300 dpi minimum.

2016 Calendar 
Email us your calendar entries to swisscommunitynews@gmail.com if you’d like to be included in the next edition.

The Swiss Club Board meets every 1st Monday of the month at The Royal Leichhardt Hotel, from 6.30 pm followed by dinner. 
Swiss Jassers also meet every Monday at The Royal Leichhardt Hotel. Support your Club and advertise via our exciting online 

outreach platforms:  new opportunities via our website and direct email Newsflash to hundreds of contacts.   
Enquiries to info@swissclubnsw.com 

every 2nd Friday of the month at The Austrian Club, 20 Grattan Crescent Frenchs Forest from 
7pm for food, a drink, a chat or a Jass – come along. Contact Sigi Achermann 9451 6018

Meet up at Frenchs Forest
With Swiss from the Northern Beaches & surrounding suburbs

The Swiss Club is seeking a Membership 
Secretary to join our Board of Directors.

•	 Attend	monthly	Board	meetings	and	provide	monthly	
reports on changes in memberships.

•	 Liaise	on	behalf	of	Swiss	Club	of	NSW	Ltd	with	all	new	
members, process applications and produce up-to-date 
mailing lists.

•	 May	be	a	Director	of	Swiss	Club	of	NSW	Ltd.

This is a great opportunity to make a real positive change 
and give back to your Swiss community, learn new skills 
and socialise with interesting  Swiss–Australians here in 
Sydney and abroad. Please send all applications to  
info@swissclubnsw.com

This role typically requires an average of around 1-2 hours of work per week, which can be mostly completed from home. 
Requirements are:
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Dear Members and Friends,

By the time you read this report, the third 
annual meeting of the Oceania Swiss Club 
Presidents’ Conference would have already 
taken place in Melbourne on October 
7-9th. The agenda will focus on the work of 
the Auslandschweizer-Organisation (ASO, 
aka Organisation of the Swiss Abroad) and 
the future of all Swiss Clubs in Australia.

Swiss living in NSW were given the 
opportunity to listen and discuss 
these issues at the Meeting with 
Representatives from the Swiss Abroad 
at NSW Parliament House back on 
Wednesday, 5 October. The Podium 
consisted of Mr Jürg Burri (Ambassador 
of the Consular Directorate, Berne, 
Switzerland), Mr Remo Gysin (President of 
the OSA in Berne, Switzerland), Mr Pedro 
Zwahlen (Ambassador of Switzerland to 
Australia), Mr Ernst Steinmann (Consul 
General of Switzerland in Sydney), and 
Mr Beat Knoblauch (Delegate to the 
CSA for NSW, Australia). The cocktail 
finger-food function immediately after 
the Podium Conference gave attendees 
a great opportunity to socialise with the 
Representatives and fellow Swiss affiliates. 

I will report the important findings back 
to you in Issue 230, March 2017  of our 
Swiss Community News (SCN) Magazine.

The Swiss Club is proud to announce 
that we have purchased a new and 
improved cloud-based membership 
database, which allows us to be even 
more transparent and effectively manage 
our members’ accounts in real-time.

The recent Swiss National Day Picnic 
in Castle Hill, organised by the Swiss 
Yodelers of Sydney and the Swiss 
Folksdance Group Alpegruess, was an 
excellent opportunity for the Swiss Club 
to acquaint with individuals who were 
interested in our activities during the 
year. Thank you to all the people who 
decided to join the Swiss Club on that 
day: we look forward to meeting with 
you at our upcoming events. For those 
who are still interested in purchasing 
a Historical Swiss Coat of Arms Candle 
Holder, there are only two left: Glarus, 
which is fully restored, and Wallis, which 
still needs some restoration.

I would like to the take this opportunity 
to thank all the amazing sponsors and 

advertisers who make the consistent 
effort to list and advertise in our SCN 
Magazine. Your support ensures that the 
Swiss Club can continue to design, print, 
distribute and maintain the high-quality 
of our popular SCN “Heftli”. My gratitude 
also extends to all the fantastic volunteers 
who consistently contribute to our SCN 
Magazine in the form of reports, stories 
and interesting interviews: your generous 
contributions enriches the reading and 
viewing experience.

We look forward to seeing our members 
and friends at our upcoming Buure 
Zmorge at the Austrian Club on Sunday, 
6 November. Visit our website for more 
details on this event, or join our mailing list 
to receive our free monthly eNewsflashes, 
which have information about all things 
Swiss here in NSW and abroad.

I wish you all a pleasant end of 2016 
and look forward to a successful 2017 
and your appreciated support for our 
Swiss Club. Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year from your Club!

Your President, Daniel Frutiger

President’s 
Message

View Club Info on www.swissclubnsw.com  
and join our monthly email Newsflash.
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Friday, 29 July 2016
For the first time in a very long time, 
the SCNSW hosted and catered for a 
Swiss National Day Fondue Night at Il 
Bolognese Restaurant in Gladesville. This 
was the first time in many years that we 
did not have the Fondue Night at the 
now closed Swiss Eiger Restaurant in 
Petersham, where Ruth and Alain Will 
had kindly catered for the event for over 
25 years! All guests were greeted upon 
arrival and were given complimentary 
homemade glühwein and a raffle ticket 
for the lucky door prize.

On this evening, we also celebrated 
the farewell of Stephan and Susanne 
Gutknecht-Notter from the Swiss Consulate 
in Sydney, who have successfully served a 
full-term of four years in Sydney. Susanne 
and Stephan will now travel to Lyon, 
France, where they will continue their 
consulate duties, and we wish them all the 
best. Mr Ernst Steinmann, Consul General 
of Switzerland in Sydney and his wife, 
Mrs Edith Hueck, attended the evening 
and graciously greeted the guests. We 
would like to thank Mr Steinmann and 
the Consulate who generously donated 
Swiss white wine for the guests to enjoy 
throughout the evening.

We would like to acknowledge the 
tireless and sincere effort of the team 
from the Swiss Club Board of Directors 
and their partners who volunteered 
their time and made this event run 
as smoothly as possible: without your 
support this event would not have been 
possible. We also would like to thank all 
the guests who kindly offered to assist 
the Swiss Club team on the night.

The Swiss Club team prepared and 
cooked a three-course Swiss meal: 
Bünderteller with carrot and celeriac 
salad for entrée, Swiss cheese fondue 
with bread and pickled veggies for main, 
and Kirsch-flavoured chestnut puree on 

meringue with fresh fruit and sour cherry 
compote for dessert.

We had a great selection of prizes on 
offer and excellent items for the silent 
auction. We would like to sincerely 
thank the following businesses and 
individuals who donated prizes: Lindt 
Australia, Silvio Gmür, Spiess Australia, 
Fracht Australia, Gusti Röthlin, Zyliss 
Australia, Swiss Bakerz Darlinghurst, 
Ruth Will, Culinary Temptations and the 
Swiss Club of NSW. We would also like to 
thank Celso Grati, owner of Il Bolognese 
Restaurant, who generously hired out his 
function centre to us for the evening - 
thank you for your flexibility and help.

We hope that all guests enjoyed the 
evening: it was a pleasure to cater 
for you all, and we look forward to 
celebrating the festivities with you again 
next year.

Swiss National Day Fondue Night
Recent Swiss Club Events
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Sunday, 7 August 2016
The Swiss National Day Picnic at Castle Hill 
Showground, organised by the Swiss Yodlers 
of Sydney and Swiss Folksdance Group 
Alpegruess, was once again a great success 
with many patriotic visitors braving the cool 
weather to join in the festivities. The variety 
of stalls kept everyone busy by offering many 
Swiss delicacies and products. The BBQ 
proved to be very popular with bratwurst, 
cervelats and fleischkäse available. The 
tombola prize list was fantastic this year and 
many attendees won great prizes.

There were also many attractions for the 
children, including a huge selection of rides, 
a petting zoo and bottle fishing. We had 
a busy day at the SCNSW stall and would 
like to thank all the wonderful people who 
came to have a chat and signed up as 
members with the SCNSW. Perhaps we will 
see a few of you at our upcoming events?

This event could not be possible without 
the dedication and efforts from all the 
volunteers involved: the SCNSW would 
like to thank everyone who contributed to 
this wonderful day. We look forward to the 
festivities next year!

Swiss National Day Picnic, Castle Hill Showground

Buure Zmorge at the Austrian Club
Enjoy a delicious and authentic Buure Zmorge (Swiss 
Breakfast) at the Austrian Club in Frenchs Forest. 
There will be a selection of traditional Swiss cheeses, 
rohschinken, bündnerfleisch, landjäger, quiche Lorraine, 
birchermüesli, yoghurt, fruit platter, honey, jam, and a 
variety of breads.

When:    Sunday, 6 November 2016, 10:00 to 13:00.

Where:   The Austrian Club, 20 Grattan Cres, Frenchs Forest NSW 2086.

Cost:   $30/person non-members,  
$25/person members,  
$12/child aged 4–12 years.

Payment:  Either cash on the day (correct amount would be 
appreciated) OR direct deposit into our bank account 
(details listed below).

RSVP:   Bookings are essential. Please contact Daniel Frutiger before 
Sunday, 30 October to confirm your attendance and payment 
option 0403 502 048; or dan.mar04@bigpond.com

Account Name: Swiss Club NSW 
Account BSB: 112879 
Account Number: 061587992 
Bank: St. George Bank

For more, full-sized images and information on all upcoming and past 
SCNSW events, please visit our website or Facebook page.

Swiss National Day Picnic 
Sydney 2016
Following is the link to a short clip 
showcasing the festivities at the 2016 
Swiss National Day Picnic at Castle Hill 
Showground in Sydney, Australia on 
Sunday, 7th August 2016, hosted by the 
Swiss Yodlers of Sydney and the Swiss 
Folksdance Alpegruess – thank you to all 
volunteers involved for your efforts. Visit our 
channel: https://goo.gl/CJQ7yr

Other Events
The well known “Arcadian Artists 2016 Exhibition and Art Trail”  will take place 
on the weekend of 12th-13th November. Ulric Steiner and a number of Swiss 
artists are actively involved in this event. This is a popular event among the Swiss 
Community members because it is a pleasant day trip around the various artists’ 
studios. See www.arcadianartists.com.au and Ulric Steiner’s website is:  
www.ulric-steiner.com

Swiss Club Upcoming Events
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ASO Update
5 August 2016
This year’s Council meeting coincided 
with the centenary celebration of the 
Organisation of the Swiss Abroad, 
which has its head office in Berne.  The 
celebrations took place on the square 
in front of the Federal Parliament House 
attended by the Swiss Federal Councillor, 
Didier Burkhalter.  Fortunately big tents 
and marquees were put in place, as a 
deluge descended upon the guests, at 
least for some time.

The Council meeting of the Swiss Abroad 
had a long agenda to go through and I 
only highlight some of the items.

1. Election modus of the members of the 
Council of the Swiss Abroad:

With a new law on the Swiss Abroad 
in place, the Swiss authorities aim at a 
very democratic and transparent election 
modus of the 120 delegates from all over 
the world.  In some countries only the 
Swiss Club Presidents elect the delegates, 
in some countries only members and 
Presidents of Swiss Clubs, and in a few 
countries all registered Swiss can vote.  In 
about 55% of countries, only Swiss Club 
members and Presidents have a vote.

The ultimate aim of the Swiss authorities 
and of the Organisation of the Swiss 
Abroad is that in future all registered 
Swiss Abroad (also those who are 
registered to vote in Switzerland) are 
empowered to elect the delegates.  This 
means that the e-voting system has to be 
in place.  The authorities are persuaded 
that this would be the most democratic 
way for the Delegates to be elected.  The 
question remains whether the Swiss 
Clubs can have a vote or have a say 
in the process.  A committee has been 
formed to work on that proposal.  As you 
know, in Australia, in the past at least, 
all Swiss Clubs had one vote in these 
elections.  The Swiss Authorities and the 
OSA would like to delegate the election 
process to the Head Organisation of each 

country.  In Australia, we have no such 
representative body of all Swiss Clubs but 
maybe the bi-annual conference of all 
Swiss Club Presidents, which will be held 
in Melbourne on Wednesday, 

October 8, 2016, could possibly become 
the rallying point.

The OSA elections for 2017 will probably 
be held worldwide according to “old 
systems” but in some countries test runs 
will be conducted based on the electronic 
voting system.  Australia could figure for 
a pilot project provided that the Swiss 
Consulate General has a list available 
of all registered Swiss who could be 
contacted either by email or by post.  
Monetary aspects to conduct that project 
have not yet been determined.   Just for 
your information, the Council of the Swiss 
Abroad has 140 members of which 20 
are so-called appointed inland members 
from Switzerland, usually persons who 
have lived abroad and who have been 
helpful for the cause of the Swiss Abroad 
(like previous Ambassadors).  The other 
120 members are the delegates from all 
countries who are empowered to have a 
delegate.

2. The past and future of the OSA:

The centenary of the OSA was highlighted 
on many occasions, past, present and 
future discussed at length.  The new 
law on the Swiss Abroad enacted in 

2015 is certainly a milestone.  As to the 
future, based on an extensive survey, the 
following goals and aims were set:

•	 Endeavour	that	all	registered	Swiss	
Abroad have the possibility to elect 
their delegates to the Council of 
the SA.  The aim is to have a very 
transparent and democratic process 
enabling widest participation.

•	 OSA	to	foster	and	emphasise	the	
political participation and intensify 
the contact with the Swiss cantons 
and the federal authorities to enable 
electronic voting as soon as possible 
by the Swiss Abroad.

•	 Presence	of	the	OSA	in	Switzerland	
and abroad:

It is recognised that the OSA has to gain 
more in importance in Switzerland as well 
as abroad and has to intensify its political 
campaigns.  This is to be done through 
all available communication channels 
and through the Swiss Representatives 
worldwide. 

Organise promotion campaigns also in 
Switzerland to highlight the importance of 
the OSA with local Councils, Universities, 
and dissipate information on the OSA.

•	 The	OSA	will	assist	the	Swiss	Clubs	
abroad to communicate closer with 
each other, exchange information 
and use common platform and 

Report on the Council Meeting of the Swiss Abroad in Berne

Left to right: Beat Knoblauch (Sydney), Roland Isler (Melbourne), Carmen Trochsler (Adelaide), 
Marc Godat (Brisbane))
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websites and exchange experience 
and information.   See information 
under “SwissCommunity.org”.

3. Budgetary Measures:

Federal Authorities are still on a cost 
cutting exercise and therefore the Swiss 
Review, now available in printed version 
and also in electronic form, will only be 
available in E Form.

Changes are also to be expected on 
the social security front but it has been 
assured that the voluntary old age 
insurance will continue to be available 
for those who do not live in and are not 
registered in EU countries.  Apparently 
only 5% of the Swiss living abroad 
are members of the voluntary old age 
insurance Scheme.

4. A welcome contribution from 
down under was submitted by OSA 
delegate Roland Isler, Melbourne.  
He has published a beautifully 
illustrated booklet with letters 
from a Swiss emigrant to Victoria, 
J. J. Locher from Speicher, who 

was looking for his fortune in the 
Victorian Goldfields in the 1850s.  
It is titled “Nach Australien! Briefe 
eines Ausgewanderten”.   The well-
researched booklet is also based on 
an earlier publication from 1857 in 
St. Gallen.  The publication was well 
received and was mentioned several 
times as a valuable contribution by 
OSA President, Remo Gysin.  The 
booklet is dedicated to OSA 2016 on 
the occasion of its centenary.  This 
book is also available from Amazon 
as a Kindle eBook.

Rudolf Wyder, former Director and CEO 
of OSA in Berne (1987-2013) also had 
a successful book launch for the OSA 
Centenary Celebration, “Globale Schweiz,  
Die Entdeckung der Auslandschweizer”.  
This well researched and documented 
volume gives a pertinent historic aspect 
of the Swiss Abroad and of the OSA.  The 
book highlights the various emigration 
waves as well as the fate of many Swiss 
colonies abroad, also in wartimes, and 
highlights the current political initiatives 

taken by the OSA for the benefit of the 
Swiss Abroad.  The publisher is Stӓmpfli 
Verlag.  

Both authors have to be congratulated for 
their initiative and dedication.

5. The Congress in 2017 will be held 
in Basel on Saturday August 19, the 
Council meeting on the day before, 
Friday August 18, 2017.  The chosen 
topic for the Congress will be the 

Dialogue between the Swiss and the 
Swiss Abroad, both forming one entity.  
It is noted that the Swiss Abroad view 
Switzerland often in a different way to 
the Swiss themselves and vote differently.  
About 60% of all Swiss Abroad live in 
an EU country, 74% of the Swiss Abroad 
are double citizens.  Emphasis on this 
occasion will also be put on the inclusion 
of the young Swiss into the equation 
between Swiss Abroad and the Swiss.

Beat Knoblauch 
OSA Delegate

Sydney, 26 September 2016

Council of the Swiss Abroad - Oceania 
The Swiss Club of Victoria was the proud host of the Oceania 
Swiss Club President’s Conference from 7th to 9th October 2016. 
Following a successful meeting two years ago in Canberra, the 
Australian and New Zealand members of the Council of the Swiss 
Abroad (CSA), Roland Isler VIC (chairperson), Carmen Trochsler 
SA, Beat Knoblauch NSW and Peter Ehrler NZ, combined 
their efforts in organising a forum for leaders of all the Swiss 
community groups and associations from across Oceania. Every 
Swiss club in Australia, four from New Zealand, as well as many 
other associations attended the conference.

The distinguished panel of presenters included two visitors who 
came all the way from Switzerland – Ambassador Jürg Burri, 
Director of the Consular Directorate of the Federal Department of 
Foreign Affairs (FDFA); and Remo Gysin, President of Organisation 
of the Swiss Abroad (OSA). Official Switzerland was very well 
represented by the Ambassador-Designate of Switzerland to 
Australia, Pedro Zwahlen and Consul General of Switzerland 
(AUS), Ernst Steinmann. Among the participants were Manuela 
Erb, Honorary Consul of Switzerland for Victoria; and Jürg Bono, 
Counsellor, Deputy Head of Mission & Head of Consular Affairs, 
Embassy of New Zealand.

The Australian and New Zealand members of the Council of the 
Swiss Abroad have decided on closer cooperation and, wherever 
possible, act regionally – hence the term and branding ‘CSA Oceania’ 

was created and, in order to better communicate with the Swiss over 
such a vast geographical area, the website: www.csa-oceania.org 
was launched just in time for the conference. 

CSA Oceania

Participants at the Oceania Conference

Organisation of the Swiss Abroad

www.csa-oceania.org
the brand new website of the Council of the Swiss Abroad  

for the Swiss Community of Oceania!

Informing – Linking – Lobbying – Advising
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Lawyers with extensive experience in International
Inheritance matters. Our lawyers are also admitted
in Germany and Switzerland, and specialise in 
representing beneficiaries from those countries.

Successful Partners in Foreign Estate & International

Inheritance Law

Commercial and Personal Legal 
Services 
and Foreign Law
For further information please contact 
Norbert Schweizer or Michael Kobras.
Alle Dienstleistungen werden auch in 
deutscher Sprache angeboten.

All mail to: PO Box H283, Australia Square NSW 1215
Email: mail@schweizer.com.au Internet: www.schweizer.com.au

Level 5, 23-25 O’Connell St, Sydney NSW 2000
Tel: +61 2 9223 9399      Fax: +61 2 9223 4729

Practice Areas Include:
• Wills under German and Swiss Law
• German Estate and Inheritance Law
• Swiss Estate and Inheritance Law
• Probate and Administration of Estates
• Inheritance Disputes

GERMAN
SMALL GOODS

 Meats
• Weisstwurst
• Nuernburger Bratwurst
• Theuringer Bratwurst
• Pork Bratwurst
• French Style Merquez
• Fleisch Kaese
• Pizza Fleisch Kaese 

 Breads
• German Pretzel
• Pastries
• Variety of delicious
  German Breads

Brot & Wurst 
1442 Pittwater Rd, Nth Narrabeen
Formerly “The Cheesecake Shop”

9970 6151 • Easy parking

Great range of Dutch 
& smoked products

Now offering 

the best tasting 

Gluten Free Bread 

in Sydney!

SMALL
GOODS 
WINNER
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Sydney

International
School
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Let me introduce you to an amazing 
‘Berner Meitschi’, a lady from Berne 
who came to Australia for love, studied 
Australian law at the University of 
Sydney, enjoyed beaches, sushi trains 
and coffee culture in Sydney, to finally be 
pulled back to Switzerland by family ties. 
Her name is Beatrice Stuber-Jordi, lic. iur. 
Notary (Berne) and Solicitor (NSW).

After obtaining her lic. iur. degree ‘magna 
cum laude’ (with great honour) from the 
University of Berne, Beatrice completed 
her notarial studies in 2000. And she 
had married Vernon Stuber, who had 
fallen in love with Australia and had been 
travelling for several years between the two 
countries, confident that this was the place 
to make their new home. The newly-wed 
couple arrived in Sydney in late 2000, 
eager and ready to ‘give it a go for a while’. 
(Watch this space in the next issue to hear 
about Vern’s Crikey chocolate bars.)

Our Beatrice did not waste time. She 
immediately re-qualified as a lawyer at 
the University of Sydney and successfully 
obtained her degree as a solicitor, 
finishing once again, top of her class. With 
her specialised knowledge of Swiss and 
Australian law, it did not take long for her 
to start a successful legal career in Sydney.

From a young age, Beatrice had always 
been interested in community activities 
as well, both in Switzerland and Sydney. 
Many of our readers will remember her as 
Honorary Secretary, then President of the 
Swiss Community Care Society, Associate 
Board Member of a local old age home 
for German speaking seniors, member of 
SwissCham Australia, core team member 
of the German-Australian Junior Chamber 
of Commerce, and of course, with her 
background, member of the Swiss 
University Graduates in Australia.

Life was good for the Stuber-Jordi’s, 
living in Mosman, enjoying the local 

lifestyle. In 2006, Beatrice was presented 
with a unique new opportunity in her 
career, however, it also meant that she 
would have to return to Berne. Packing 
their bags again, Beatrice and Vern flew 
back to Switzerland. Beatrice started her 
own notarial firm and in 2010, merged 
her business with her father’s law firm, 
one of Berne’s oldest established notary 
offices. Yes, law has always been very 
much in the blood of the Jordi family. 
Great-great-grandfather Ulrich Jordi 
started his law firm in 1846. Therefore, 
Beatrice is now the fifth generation 
to own and run the family enterprise, 
today called Notariat Stuber-Jordi. In our 
fast moving and competitive business 
environment, it is not often you hear 
about such a fact. Here in Sydney, we 
can probably think of Doyles at Watsons 
Bay, the famous seafood restaurant also 
in fifth generation of the same family 
today, first opened in 1885.

Beatrice today works with a team of 
eight, out of a beautifully renovated 
building in Thunstrasse in Muri on 
the outskirts of the Swiss capital. 
Since her return, her Swiss–Australian 
network has expanded rapidly, and 
it’s every single day now that she is 
involved with consultations in the Swiss 
and Australian legal field, assisting 

individuals, businesses and public 
institutions.

But she admits to miss Sydney, the 
weather, the beaches, the golf and tennis, 
the little fun village of Mosman, and all 
her Australian friends. When she returns 
for a well-deserved holiday during the 
southern summer (usually combined with 
business), husband Vern accompanies her. 
After all, his new company Bluebrands, 
specialising in branding and distribution, 
has an office in Mosman. And if you 
should come across the family this 
summer somewhere in the streets or the 
beaches of Sydney, you will also meet a 
cheeky little girl, their 8 year old daughter 
Charlie. Will Charlie follow in her mother’s 
steps one day and take over the Notariat 
in Berne, being sixth generation Jordi 
family? Only time will tell.

Anne Held was the first General Manager 
of SwissCham and currently a multilingual 
tour guide for international visitors in 
Sydney. heldanne@yahoo.com

From the Desk of Anne Held
From Berne to Mosman NSW – and back

Vern and Beatrice

Beatrice and Charlie
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Two important visitors from Berne came to Sydney, namely Mr 
Juerg Burri, Director of the Consular Services of the Federal 
Department of Foreign Affairs, and Mr Remo Gysin, President 
of the Organisation of the Swiss Abroad (OSA/ASO). They were 
on their way to Melbourne where the “Oceania Swiss Club 
Presidents’ Conference” was held on 7th and 8th October 2016. 

The catalyst of this high-powered delegation was two-fold: 
firstly, to mark the 100th anniversary of OSA/ASO and, 
secondly, to mark the administrative implementation of Article 
40 in the Swiss Constitution. It governs the relationship 
between the Swiss at home and those abroad, including our 
rights and obligations.

Mr Beat Knoblauch, the NSW delegate to the Council of the 
Swiss Abroad, (supported by our local Swiss organisations), had 
arranged for a briefing at the Theatrette of the NSW Parliament 
House. This was followed by a Cocktail Reception. Around 120 
attendees were present.

Our newly accredited Swiss Ambassador to Australia,  
Mr. Pedro Zwahlen, as well as our Consul General,  
Mr Ernst Steinmann joined the speaker podium and 
summarised the main issues raised at this event. 

Mr Alister Henskens MP, Liberal Member for Ku-ring-gai, 
welcomed us to the oldest continuously used public building, 
the Parliament House of NSW. It recently celebrated 200 years, 
initially as the “Rum Hospital”, later housing Australia’s first 
and oldest Parliament.

Mr Juerg Burri said his “compass” was the Constitution, in 
particular, Article 40. It defines the Swiss Government’s role 
to inform, network and connect with the Swiss Abroad.  For 
this purpose, the Directorate arranges and supports the Swiss 
embassies and consulates throughout the world. Furthermore, 
and in support of an increasingly mobile Swiss citizenry, it 
operates a unique online central access point, the so-called 
“Helpline EDA”. Swiss citizens, finding themselves outside of 
Switzerland (short or long term) can access this service for 
assistance. email: helpline@eda.admin.ch; phone: +41 800-
24-7-365 or +41 58-465-33-33. 

Another consular service, the “Online Desk” is accessible 
through the Swiss Consulate General: www.eda.admin.

ch/sydney.  It allows Swiss nationals residing in Australia to 

Meet the Swiss of Sydney,  
NSW Parliament House, 5th October 2016

Left to right: Ernst Steinmann, Remo Gysin, Pedro Zwahlen,  
Beat Knoblauch, Jürg Burri;  Bottom Left: Ernst Steinmann; 
Bottom right: Cocktail reception

Left to right: Beat Knoblauch, Alister Henskens MP, Ernst Steinmann

Beat Knoblauch

Jüerg Burri
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register online, notify changes to their civil status, change of 
address, etc. Individuals wishing to make use of this online 
service can access the above website and then log-in through 
the “eVera” application to secure their privacy.

Mr Remo Gysin - has recently been elected President 
of the Organisation for the Swiss Abroad (OSA/ASO). It is 
an independent not-for-profit organisation in Berne. OSA 
organises the yearly “Congress of the Swiss Abroad”, which 
was held in Berne in August this year. About 500 ex-pats from 
five continents gathered to celebrate on the Bundesplatz; 
the Swiss postal service “Die Post” issued a special stamp to 
commemorate the event, the Federal Department of Foreign 
Affairs (FDFA) launched a book, entitled “100 faces - Portraits 
of Swiss living abroad” and Rudolf Wyder, former Director of 
ASO, documented 
the changing 
demands on the 
organisation to 
meet the great 
variety of Swiss 
representing the 
5th Switzerland 
over the last 
century.

OSA/ASO is the administrative base of the Council of the 
Swiss Abroad. It is made up of 120 delegates living outside of, 
and 20 delegates living within Switzerland. The Council meets 
twice a year to discuss matters affecting the Swiss abroad 
and if and when appropriate, develop recommendations to be 
presented to Swiss parliamentarians and committees. Council 
delegates were asked to broaden their representational base 
at the next election. It is a difficult topic because there is little 
financial support for this to happen but we are sure to hear 
more about this. 

OSA/ASO is publishes the ‘Swiss Revue’. Indeed, Mr Gysin 
encouraged us to switch to the online service to minimise 
postage costs .... OSA like other organisations are required to 
save and make do with less money.

OSA is offers a variety of services for young people, such as 
winter camps for children aged 8–14; youth services, where 
young people are informed about Swiss politics, processes and 
opportunities to participate, as well as language and other 
courses and holiday opportunities in Switzerland. 

Two things I found of particular interest at this briefing: 

•	 of	the	25,000	Swiss+Oz	Citizens	living	in	Australia	10,000	
were born in Switzerland (40%), 11,000 were born in 
Australia and another 4,000 were born elsewhere.... no 
wonder few in the community speak Swiss German, French 
or Italian. 

•	 The	Swiss	Polar	Institute	is	to	lead	an	international	
scientific expedition and circumnavigate Antarctica. 
(http://www.swissinfo.ch/eng/sci-tech/sci-
polar-_new-swiss-polar-institute-to-explore- 

antarctic/42097212).  A reception is planned at the 
Australian Museum in Sydney in January 2017 and will 
link up with the vessel in Hobart. 

It was an informative and pleasant evening. Thank you to 
the organisers. 

Ursula Schappi. 10.10.16

Mr and Mrs Gysin

Contact  
Louise  

Eckersley 
leckersley@entertainmentbook.com.au  

at Entertainment Book.
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“Wir alle kennen sie!” - we all know her 
– says the slogan promoting the latest 
Heidi film, which will be shown as part of 
the German Film Festival in November. 

It's true, we all all know something about 
Heidi, the heroine of best-selling books 
available in 50 languages, numerous films, 
including a Japanese animated television 
series and, more recently, the brand name 
for products ranging from dairy foods to 
eco-holidays and cosmetics. 

But how much do we know of the 
background to the story, and of the 
life of its author, Johanna Spyri (1827-
1901)? Born and raised in Hirzel, a 
village outside Zurich, to a father who 
was a doctor and a mother who wrote 
religious poetry, she moved to Zurich 
after her marriage to a lawyer who  
became town clerk (Stadtschreiber) 
of that city. Although she was well 
connected and active in public life, she 
suffered from loneliness and chronic 
depression, especially after the birth of 
her only child, Bernhard, who was to 
die of tuberculosis while in his twenties. 
Aged 44, Spyri found her vocation when 
a German friend asked her to write 
something for a parish magazine. She 
contributed an anonymous text and thus 
embarked on a successful career as an 
author of fiction “for children and those 
who love them” (für Kinder und solche, 
die Kinder liebhaben). She published 48 
stories altogether, but only the two books 
about Heidi are still read today.

Though now regarded as quintessentially 
Swiss, “Heidi's Lehr- und Wanderjahre” 
(Heidi: her years of wandering and 
learning) and “Heidi kann brauchen, was 
es gelernt hat” (Heidi : How she used 

what she learned) were first published in 
1880 and 1881, by a German publisher 
for a German readership. The setting of 
Alp-Öhi's hut above “Mayenfeld” was 
inspired by a holiday Spyri spent in the 
region near the town of Maienfeld in the 
canton Graubünden, but the landscapes 
and situations she describes are clearly 
those of an idealised alpine realm 
associated with Switzerland since the 18th 
century and contrasted with the artificial 
world of industrialised cities like Frankfurt. 
No wonder that Heidi, when forced to 
live in that German city, suffers from 
“Heimweh” (homesickness), a condition 
originally associated with 16th century 
Swiss mercenaries in foreign service. 

It is tempting to link some of the darker 
aspects of the Heidi story, like the themes 
of invalidity and homesickness, to some 
of Spyri's own experiences, such as 
observing the patients her father treated 
at home and experiencing her own 
depression. Other elements of the plot, 
especially the way in which a four-year 
old girl is placed in the care of a grumpy 
old man living in a remote alpine area, 
then abruptly transferred to a strange 
family in a foreign country, appear 
implausible or unnecessarily harsh to 
modern readers. If the story endures, it 
is because of the disarming vitality of 
the heroine and the amusing adventures 
caused by her inexperience. That, added 
to the beauty of the no doubt authentic 
Swiss scenery and a stellar cast headed 
by Bruno Ganz, should make the new 
film well worth seeing. 

For information about the German Film 
Festival visit goethe.de/ozfilmfest.

Bettina Boss

HEIDI: how well do we know her? 

Cover of DVD with Japanese animated 
film, 1974

Illustration by Martha Pfannenschmid, 
Silva-Verlag, 1944

Need that special vehicle for yourself or your Swiss visitors?
For well equipped, reasonably priced

Stationwagons - Campervans - 4WDs
contact the

Travel Car Centre
Bruno Frischknecht & Chris Boller - 26 Orchard Road, Brookvale NSW 2100

RENTALS          02 9905 6928 or Free Call 1800 440 300  www.travelcar.com.au        SALES

TCC TCC
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We, personal friends, had been invited 
to join the family at St. John the Apostle 
Church, Narraweena, quite unexpected, 
for the funeral service of Herbert. It was 
a beautifully conducted Catholic mass 
with a eulogy presented by one of his 
close friends.

Herbert had migrated, after completion 
of some builders’ courses, which 
supplemented his basic training as a 
carpenter, in 1952. The local climate 
allowed him to explore his love of 
nature but also his social skills within 
the German-speaking community where 
he soon found his, future partner for 
life, Marianne, with whom he recently 
celebrated his 60th wedding anniversary.

They had a family; Elfriede, Doris, 
Rosmarie and Stephan, who inherited 

their father’s love for merrymaking in the 
community, singing and having a good 
fun time. Father also played the violin.

Following the funeral service, the family 
invited to the Dee Why RSL club for 
a wake. A motley crowd of about 50 
people gathered there to reminisce 
Herbert’s life. To our surprise the tradition 
of the Schnitzelbank, which the family 
had loved and nurtured over the years, 
came to the fore, composed by Rosmarie 
and Doris. The people were shared out 
sheets with the text and encouraged 
to sing to an old and well-worn tune. 
The Swiss contingent sang to the best 
of their ability, culminating in a rousing 
commemoration in verses of the stages 
of Herbert’s life. This dried many tears 
and concluded in a very happy gathering 
which surely rendered Herbert’s spirit 
very happy and content.    

Armin ROTH

Vale Herbert Matthias BASELGIA 
(14.05.1929 – 2.07.2016)
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Max Schweizer is known to many for 
his Swiss Watch Service Centre and as an 
active member of the Swiss Club. The Swiss 
Community News caught up with him in 
his workshop on George Street, Sydney.

Where are you originally from?

I was born in Saignelegier in the Bernese 
Jura so French is my first language.  My 
father bred the famous Jura horses until 
they were no longer needed on farms. 
When I was seven we moved to Roggwil 
near Langenthal where I learned Swiss 
German. Years later we moved back to 
the French- speaking part and I went to 
the watchmaking school in Saint-Imier in 
the Jura, above Chasseral, for the four-
year apprenticeship. Unfortunately, the 
school doesn’t exist anymore. 

In 1969 when I was working for Rolex in 
Geneva, I was asked whether I wanted to 
work abroad. “Nairobi?”  I said: “Oh, my 
goodness, I have to think it over”.  I went 
home to find out where exactly Nairobi 
was:  in Kenya, East Africa. It sounded 
very exciting. I was 23 years old and 
single, so I accepted, opened a service 
centre for Rolex and trained apprentices. 

How long did you stay in Nairobi?

Rolex had offered me a three-year 
contract but after two years I was 
introduced to a very nice young Swiss lady 
who worked as an au-pair and taught 
French to a Swiss couple’s children in 
Nairobi. Lilian and I started as friends 
but then it became serious and we got 
married in 1972 on a tea plantation in 
Kenya. It was the most beautiful place, on 
a hill in the highlands. We didn’t want to 
leave Africa and that’s why I signed on 
with Rolex for another three years. 

During that time I had an English customer 
who wanted me to repair his grandfather 
clock. Because it was too big to bring in 
he asked me to come to his farm on a 
weekend. But instead of driving in the 
direction of the farm we went to the airport 
from where his private plane flew us to 
the beautiful homestead. Years later, when 

the gentleman retired back to England, he 
sold me the clock at a very special price. It’s 
beautifully made, dated 1835, and it now 
proudly stands at the entry of my service 
centre in George Street. 

What attracted you to Africa?

I loved the adventure of it, the nature, 
the wildlife, and meeting new people. 
It was very exciting. We were members 
of the Swiss Club where me we met for 
drinks every other week. I climbed Mount 
Kilimanjaro, which was really tough. 
Technically it is not a difficult climb but it 
is the altitude that gets to you. At 6000 
metres breathing becomes very difficult.  
It takes ages to boil water because of the 
lack of oxygen.  

Lilian and I climbed Mount Kenya which 
is not as high but equally beautiful. We 
went to the beach in Mombasa, to Dar 
es Salaam in Tanzania, went on safaris. 
We enjoyed it.

Did you then return to Switzerland?

Yes, but not for long. After three months 
Rolex offered me a posting in Cairo, 
Egypt, which I gladly accepted. We stayed 
for seven years. It was a very different 
country from Kenya. In the 1970s, Egypt 
was rather liberal and Muslim extremism 
was unheard of. We had Muslims, Coptic 
Christians, Armenians in our service 
centre . There were no troubles. We had 
a little Beetle Volkswagen which we used 
for excursions on the weekend.

We would drive to the Pyramids and 
have picnics in the desert. Sometimes we 
rented camels and explored the area with 
a guide. We were members of a sporting 
club where the kids could play and swim.

Both our children, Ralph and Nadja, were 
born in Cairo. We named our daughter 
after four Egyptian friends who were all 
called Nadja and were lovely people. We 
thought it a good omen and sure enough 
she is a beautiful girl. The kids started the 
German pre-school in Cairo where they 
learned High German.  Unfortunately, 

Ralph developed false croup, breathing 
problems caused by the dusty, dry desert 
winds. On the doctor’s recommendation 
we returned to Switzerland, to Grenchen, 
where I went to work for Eterna Matic.

How did you end up in Sydney?

I got itchy feet again and so applied for a 
migrant visa to Australia and Canada. I was 
thirty years old at the time and felt I was too 
young to settle down in Switzerland.  I had 
to make a decision quickly because the cut-
off age for an immigration visa to Australia 
was thirty years. Within two months we had 
a visa for both Australia and Canada so we 
had to make a choice. I looked at the map of 
Australia, saw this big vast country with few 
people and decided to go there. That’s why 
we came out here, in 1983, without a job. 
I went for interviews to various shops that 
sold Swiss watches but they all told me that I 
was overqualified. We stayed in a little motel 
in Bondi but after two weeks funds were 
running low and I still didn’t have a job. So 
I called the Piaget manager in Switzerland. 
Two days later he called back to tell me that 
I could start working for Hardy Brothers, 
their agent, the very next day. I wasn’t 
popular in the beginning when I introduced 
non-smoking in the workshop and Swiss 
standard quality control. Anyhow, after three 
months the management realised that they 
had less customer complaints and better 
business which improved my situation.

Why did you start your own business?

Several customers suggested that I should 
set up my own business. I had always 

Max Schweizer

In this series the Swiss Community News look at the fascinating 
lives, experiences and motivations of Swiss immigrants. 
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and everywhere been a loyal employee so 
the thought never occurred to me but it 
made me think. After two years at Hardy 
Brothers I opened my own workshop and 
never regretted it. I started very small here 
in George Street. Luckily, the building is 
heritage listed and can’t be redeveloped. 
We are very well known in the city and 
have a lot of regular customers.

You saw the two watchmakers in the 
workshop: these were my apprentices 
who later came back to work for me. 
The Australian Watchmakers Association 
was very critical in the beginning of me 
having apprentices. “Why would you?” 
they asked, “they only take your business 
away.” I think differently. Over the years 

I have had more than 25 apprentices, 
some of whom went to work overseas, 
for Rolex in Geneva and Singapore, and 
when they come back they bring a wealth 
of experience which helps the whole 
industry. Even in the age of mobile phones 
and Apple watches, there will always be 
a demand for conventional wrist watches, 
especially in the upmarket segment. 

Where do you live in Sydney?

In 1983 we bought a property in 
Drummoyne. It’s only 8 km from the city 
centre which makes it very handy to 
commute to work. It is a beautiful house 
on 850 square metres. What I like best 
about it is my big veggie patch. I don’t 
use artificial fertilizers.  Everything is 
organically grown and tastes so much 
better. The neighbours call me the last 
farmer in Drummoyne. I have chickens 
and two worm farms and native bees. 
They are tiny, don’t sting and are good 

for pollinating. You get very little honey 
from native bees but what you get is 
beautiful. It is so much better than what 
you can buy in the supermarket. 

I cycle to work, over the Pyrmont Bridge. 
What I don’t like are other cyclists who 
don’t pay attention because they are 
on the mobile. Sometimes they stop in 
the middle of the path to answer their 
phone. They can’t be without a mobile 
for even half an hour. I don’t have a 
mobile phone and I don’t want one.

Do you have any plans for the 
future?

Now that I am 70 years old, I am 
thinking of retiring in 1 ½ years 
when our son, Ralph will take over 
the business. He already does a lot of 
administrative work in addition to the 
watch repairs. I am taking Mondays off 
to spend more time in the garden or, 
like the coming weekend, to visit our 
daughter in Canberra.

I don’t travel to Switzerland that often 
anymore since my mother died. Maybe 
every two to three years now. Lilian 
is planning a trip for us and her sister 
to Morocco next year. We are looking 
forward to a more leisurely life.

In his Swiss Watch Service Centre

With the grandfather clock brought from Africa

Text and Photos: Gabi Muff
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The Swiss Entrepreneurs meet every first Wednesday of the 
month. The purpose of this monthly event is for Swiss business 
professionals to meet fellow Swiss to exchange contacts, share 
experiences and speak some ‘Schwyzerdütsch’, Français or 
Italiano. It is a great opportunity to discuss business ideas by 
promoting your business and sharing thoughts with other Swiss 
entrepreneurs living in Australia in a relaxed atmosphere.

Lord Nelson Brewery Hotel, 19 Kent Street, The Rocks, Sydney  
at 12.15 pm. No RSVP required. Just walk in!

 

Entrepreneurs Lunch October 2016

It’s been a busy time for the yodler group during the 
past few months with alphorn player Roland Walzer 
playing for the Consulate in March and performing at The 
Hallway, Independent Advertising Agency, at its raclette 
evening in July together with some of our bell ringers.

The Yodlers also performed at the Swiss Seniors National 
Day Luncheon at the German Club, Tempe, which is 
always a happy gathering.

There could not have been a worse lead up weather-wise to 
our annual Swiss National Day Celebration with continuous, 
pelting rain during the preceding week. Fortunately, the day 
was dry whilst attendees were there. The heavens upped 
and opened as the cleaning up was finishing. It was a joyous 
day and we thank the Consul General Mr. Ernst Steinmann 
for officiating at this event. We would also like to thank 
the 18-year-olds who accepted the Consul’s invitation to 
experience a little bit of the expat Swiss community here in 
Sydney. We were very pleased with the attendance as we 
were competing with the opening of the Rio Olympic Games 
and the trial HSC exams.

The Yodlers would like to thank all the sponsors who 
generously supported this event and all our volunteers, 
without whom this event could not take place.

As a group. we were invited to perform at the Melbourne 
Swiss Festival 2016 at South Bank on Sunday 8 October 
2016, together with the alphorn players. We also 
combined with the Melbourne Matterhorn Yodel Choir to 
sing Kammerade. A highlight of the entertainment was the 
performances by the Guggemusik Band from Auckland, 
NZ. One could say it was hair raising – partly due to the 
gale forced wind which did not let up the whole day and 
which caused blackouts throughout the State of Victoria.

Our next performance will be at the Swiss Seniors 
Christmas luncheon and watch out for the change in time 
for our annual harbour cruise which will be held during 
the daytime in February next year.

Swiss National Day Celebration Sydney 2016 by courtesy 
of Martin Frutiger

www.youtube.com/watch?v=QN0eVp-RN9o   

Melbourne Swiss Festival 2016 - fspyfrancineschaepp

erphotography.pixieset.com/swissfestival2016/  

Alois Kretz, President, 02 9419 7277, 
akretz@bigpond.net.au

“FRACHT MEANS FREIGHT & CUSTOMER CARE”
Toll Free 1800 FRACHT

www.fracht.com.au

FRACHT Australia Pty Limited
Oceania Head Offi ce – 19 Baker Street, Botany, NSW 2019

T  02-8336-8100 / F  02-8336-8111
E  peterpluess@frachtsyd.com.au

Australian Offi ces in Sydney / Adelaide / Brisbane / Melbourne / Perth

Swiss Yodlers 
of Sydney
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101 Oxford Street, Darlinghurst
 02 9361 5643, info@swissbakerz.com.au

Delicious breads, pastries and 
sweets. Oven fresh - every day,

day after day after day after day after day after

day after day after day after day after day after

day after day after day after day after day after

day after day after day after day after day after

day after day after day

open daily - early till late

Recipe: Summer Cheesecake with Fresh Berries

0:20 6:00 11 EASY 10

TO PREP TO CHILL INGREDIENTS DIFFICULTY SERVING

Make the most of the Aussie berry season with this delicious cheesecake that will have you 
coming back for another slice - the perfect light summer treat.

Ingredients - Biscuit base

•	 125	g	plain,	sweetened	biscuits

•	 3	tsp	unsalted	butter

•	 2	g	ground	ginger

Ingredients - Filling

•	 500	g	cream	cheese	(or	full	fat	quark	
at room temperature)

•	 4	tbsp	powdered	gelatine

•	 230	g	caster	sugar

•	 2	tsp	vanilla	essence

•	 1	lemon	rind,	grated

•	 600	ml	thickened	cream

•	 500	g	mixed	fresh	berries

•	 Mint	leaves	to	garnish

Method

1. Place the sweetened biscuits in a food processor and blend until a fine crumb.  
Then add the butter and ground ginger and blend until combined.

2. Transfer the combined biscuit crumb into a greaseproof lined 20cm cake tin and 
compact the crumb using a spoon to form a uniform base. Refrigerate for 20 minutes.

3. Pour 4 tablespoons of boiling water into a small bowl and add in the gelatine. When the 
gelatine has softened, whisk with a fork until it completely dissolves and set aside to cool.

4. Using an electric beater, beat the cream cheese, sugar, vanilla and lemon rind until 
smooth. Add the softened gelatine to the mixture and stir well. 

5. Place the thickened cream into a bowl and whisk until soft-peak (semi-firm), then 
gently fold into the cream cheese mixture.

6. Pour the completed mixture over the refrigerated biscuit base in the cake tin. Place 
it into the fridge for 6 hours to completely set.

7. Just before serving, decorate the set cheesecake with fresh summer berries of your 
choice and garnish with fresh mint. En guete!

Recipe by Chef Daniel Frutiger
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Members’ Corner

Departing from Brooklyn Public Wharf. Cruise includes morning 
tea on arrival and a Ploughman’s lunch served on board. Drinks/
bar on board.

How to get there: 
Brooklyn Public Wharf is right next to the Hawkesbury River railway 
station. Please note: no elevator, stairs to climb up and 
down in both directions!

Trains to take (check possible track work before leaving): 
From Central in the city departing 09.45am from platform 12, 
arriving Hawkesbury River station at 10.46am. 
From Newcastle/Hamilton leaving at 08.36 am arriving Hawkesbury 
River 10.24am. 

Car parking is available near Brooklyn Public Wharf.

Cost: $20 for Members of the Swiss Community Care 
Society and Swiss Seniors over the age of 65   
(subsidised by the SCCS), $45 for other participants.

Please book as early as possible with the slip 
below, either by email to petermeury@bigpond.com, or 
by phone on 02 4388 4809, indicating numbers attending, 
their names and first names (for name tags), and details of 
payment. (Latest booking Tuesday, 29th November 2016.)

Payment by cheque (preferred) made out to the SCCS and 
sent to Peter Meury, 139/220 Hansens Road, Tumbi Umbi 
NSW 2261, or cash on the day of the cruise.

Bring along your sunhat, sun cream, and good humour for a 
great day!

See you all on the 8th December in Christmas spirit!

Peter Meury

Swiss Seniors of the Central Coast
Invitation - 2016 Christmas Cruise to 

Dangar Island - Tour and Cruise
Thursday, 8th December 2016 departing punctually at 11.00am

Please detach and return at latest 28th November 2015.
Name and contact (email, address and phone number)

......................................................................................................................................................................................................

......................................................................................................................................................................................................

I wish to participate at the Hawkesbury Cruise on 8th December 2016.

How many attending................................... Payment by cheque/cash on day: $ ..............................................................................

Please send form to Peter Meury 139/220 Hansens Road, Tumbi Umbi NSW 2261.

A warm welcome to our new members:
Manuela Sala and Juilland Thierry

Katerina Lecchi and Fabian Knecht with their child

Hans Madoery

Leonor and Paul Van Der Linden

Katrin and Neil Blue

Debbie Wolf-Matthews and Renie Karl Wolf  
and their two children

Julie Wetter

Helen and Jürg Bettschen and their children

Marisa Lavanchy and Simon Koller

We look forward to seeing you at Swiss Club events.
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Swiss Playgroup
Swiss Playgroup has been having a really fun year with a successful 
Raclette night in June and lots of fun activities including a Swiss 
National Day with sausages at the monthly meeting and a fun 
morning of painting tea-towels in September.

In October the Playgroup held a Halloween-themed event with 
carving of turnips and pumpkins.

Swiss National Day

In November we will start to get Christmas ready with some 
Christmas craft. Let us know if you will be coming so that 
we have enough supplies.

Date:  25 November 2016 

Time:  10.30 am – 12.30 pm

Venue:  North Sydney Community Centre

The highlight in the Playgroup calendar is always the 
Samichlaus – and it is almost that time of year again.

SAVE THE DATE:   
SUNDAY 4 December, 2016!

Date:  Sunday, 4 December, 2016

Time:  From 10.30 am – 1.30 pm 

Venue:  Forsyth Community Centre,  
2B Montpelier Street, Neutral Bay NSW 2089

What we offer for the kids: Samichlaus saeckli with gifts 
and chocolates, sweets and lots more, face painting, a 
petting zoo, a hot dog and a drink.

What we offer for the parents: Sausage and bread roll or 
fleischkäse and a soft drink.

Prices:  Kids $15  
Parents: $10  
Family (2 adults 2 kids): $45

Other items available: water, cakes, biscuits, coffee and drinks 
(pay as you go).

Bookings will be processed through try booking, check our 
Facebook page for details https://www.facebook.com/

search/top/?q=Swiss%20Families%20in%20Sydney 
or join our mailing list for notification. 

Bookings will open on Wednesday  
2 November 2016.

If you can help us on the day or would like to be a 
Samichlaus helper and come and pack saeckli, please give 
us a call: Noemi 0416 160 919.

Please send an email to  
noemibangel@gmail.com  
if you would like to join our mailing list to receive updates 
of the monthly get-togethers, catch ups like Raclette 
evenings and of course SAMICHLAUS.

Upcoming events

Colourful morning with tea towel printing.  
We used fruit and colour to create beautiful, unique tea towels

The Playgroup came together for a fun evening of Raclette in June

Story reading in Swiss German 
and plenty of arts and craft
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Trade Directory
To be included in our Trade Directory, you have to advertise in our Swiss Community News or send in $35.00 for inclusion

in our Trade Directory only. Fee of $35.00 covers 3 issues per year.  Please join the many advertisers who benifit from this service.

Aged Care & Retirement Living

ALAMBIE HEIGHTS VILLAGE RETIREMENT 
Village & Aged Care Facility
3 Martin Luther Place, Allambie Heights 2100
T: 02 9975 5800

ST. HEDWIG VILLAGE
Nursing Home, Hostel, Self Care Units & Home Care
140 Reservoir Road, Blacktown NSW 2148
T: (02) 9831 4744
W: www.sthedwigvillage.com

Bakery

SWISS BAKERZ - FINE FOOD COMPANY
101 Oxford Street, Darlinghurst NSW 2010
T: (02) 9361 5643
E: info@swissbakerz.com.au

Car Rentals

TRAVEL CAR CENTRE
26 Orchard Rd, Brookvale NSW 2100 
T: (02) 9905 6928 - Fax: (02) 9905 4881 
E: tcc@travelcar.com.au 
W: www.travelcar.com.au

Education

GERMAN INTERNATIONAL SCHOOL SYDNEY
33 Myoora Road, Terrey Hills NSW 2084
T: (02) 9485 1900 - Fax: (02) 9485 1999
E: info@germanschoolsydney.com

Food

BROT & WURST
German Small Goods - Freshness Guaranteed
1442 Pittwater Road, North Narrabeen NSW 2101 
T: (02) 9970 6151

ESPRESSORIUM - THE NESPRESSO ALTERNATIVE
Pressogno - Premium Nespresso Coffee Capsule
PO Box 3520, Helensvale, QLD, 4212
T: (07) 5641 1522 
E: info@espressorium.com.au
W: www.espressorium.com.au

FROMART 
Genuine handcrafted Swiss style cheese
78 Wilson Road, Eudlo, QLD 4554
M: 0408 725 349
E: chrstian@fromart.com.au
W: www.fromart.com.au

Freight Forwarding

FRACHT AUSTRALIA PTY LIMITED
International Airfreight/Seafreight/Logistics/Project Transport
19 Baker Street, Botany NSW 2019
T: (02) 8336 8100 
F: (02) 8336 8111
E: fracht@frachtsyd.com.au 
W: www.fracht.com.au

Health

NORTHSHORE REMEDIAL MASSAGE
232a Miller Street, North Sydney NSW 2060
Contact: Lili Kunz
T: (02) 99595788 
M: 0400 887 407
E: info@northshoreremedialmassage.com.au
W: www.northshoreremedialmassage.com.au

MEDISTRENGTH
27 Albert Ave, Chatswood NSW 2067
Contact: Urs Schaller
T: (02) 98849959
M: 0409993030
E: info@medistrength.com.au
W: www.medistrength.com.au

Legal - Law Firms

BEATRICE STUBER-JORDI
lic. iur., Notarin & Solicitor (NSW)
Notariat Stuber-Jordi
Thunstrasse 72, Postfach 347 CH-3074 Muri bei Bern, 
Switzerland
T: +41 31 950 21 21
F: +41 31 920 21 22
E: kanzlei@bernernotariat.ch
W: www.bernernotariat.ch

SCHWEIZER KOBRAS
Level 5, 23-25 O’Connell Street, Sydney 2000
P.O. Box H283, Australia Square NSW 1215
T: (02) 9223 9399
E: mail@schweizer.com.au    
W: www.schweizer.com
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Trade Directory - continued ....
Management & Sales Training

GUSTAV KASER AUSTRALIA PTY LTD
Your global partner for Management and Sales Training
P.O. Box 80, Brookvale NSW 2100
T: (02) 9905 5500 
F: (02) 9905 5700
E: australia@gustavkaser.com.au
W: www.gustavkaser.com.au

Restaurants

BEI AMICI
Swiss Italian Restaurant
2b, Mona Road, Darling Point NSW 2027
T: (02) 9328 0305
W: www.beiamici.com.au

CULINARY TEMPTATIONS - DANIEL FRUTIGER
Specialising in small sitdown and quality fingerfood functions
T: (02) 9680 4299
M: 0403 502 048

Services

ANNE RESPLENDINO INTERIORS
Zest, Flow & Atmosphere
M: 0422 105 639
E: info@arinteriors.com.au
W: www.arinteriors.com.au

NAVIGATE FINANCIAL GROUP
15/11-13 Pittwater Road, Manly NSW 2095
M: 0431 339 918 
T: (02) 8028 2600 Option 5
E: marcr@navigatefinancial.com.au
W: www.navigatefinancial.com.au

PC LAN SUPPORT
Personal Computer Services
Contact: Hugo Pfandler
T: (02) 9550 2278 
M: 0422 805 918
E: service@pclansupport.net
W: www.pclansupport.net

PEACH
Swiss Made Ink
Peach Australia Pty Ltd
Level 1, Suite 17, 3 Bardy Street, Mosman NSW 2088
T: 1300 144 419
E: info@peachoffice.com.au
W: www.peachoffice.com.au 

Travel 

SWITZERLAND TOURISM
Switzerland. get natural.
Level 25, Tower 2, 101 Grafton Street
Bondi Junction NSW 2022
T: 02 8866 3420
E: st_aus@switzerland.com
W: www.myswitzerland.com

Classifieds

SWISS WORKER WANTED
Alain Schuttel seeks a trustworthy fellow Swiss to help 
grow his 7-year old garden mainentance business on the 
Lower North Shore.
T: 0402 667 814
E: magicsugarden@yahoo.com.au

Got a car to sell? Or a flat or holiday 
house to rent? Or even a Swiss 

community service announcement?
Email bruegg@iinet.net.au & cc: swisscommunitynews@gmail.com
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COMMITTEE

SWISS CLUB OF NSW LTD
PO Box 3292 Bangor NSW 2234
E: info@swissclubnsw.com
W: www.swissclubnsw.com
W: www.facebook.com/swissclubnsw
W: twitter.com/SwissClubNSW

DANIEL FRUTIGER
President
T: 9680 4299 
M: 0403 502 048
E: dan.mar04@bigpond.com

CHRIS HUBER
Vice President
M: +61 410 359 066
E: huberchris@gmail.com

NICOLA ENZ QUEALY
Membership Secretary
M: 0420 923 047
E: nenz@bluewin.ch

BEAT RUEGG
Treasurer
M: 0412 126 621
E: bruegg@iinet.net.au

PETER PLUESS
Functions
T: 9416 6190
E: peterpluess@frachtsyd.com.au 

ALOIS SIMATH
Secretary
E: as@zipworld.com.au

GABI MUFF
Events Coordinator
E: dgmuff@tpg.com.au

NORBERT SCHWEIZER
Honorary Solicitor
T: 9223 9399 
E: nschweizer@schweizer.com.au

MARTIN FRUTIGER
Webmaster
E: martin.frutiger.australia@gmail.com

BARBARA KOEPPEL
Swiss Community News Editor
E: swisscommunitynews@gmail.com

SWISS CLUB PLAYGROUP
NOEMI BANGEL
Coordinator
M: 0416 160 919
E: noemibangel@gmail.com

GROUPS

SWISS COMMUNITY CARE SOCIETY
P.O. Box 282, Bondi Junction NSW 1335
Armin roth
President
T: 9669 1749
VeronikA Senn
Secretary
T: 9402 5403
UrSUlA mooSer
Functions Coordinator
M: 0410 454 287 
E: sccs.ursula@gmail.com

AUSLANDSCHWEIZER 
ORGANISATION

BEAT KNOBLAUCH
M: 0419 012 245
W: www.SwissCommunity.org 
W: www.aso.ch 

SACA
UrSUlA Schäppi
President
M: 0407 995 578

SCHWIIZERDüTSCH FOR KIDS  
- SYDNEY
W: www.SdfK.ch 

SWISS DANCE GROUP ‘ALPEGRUESS’
mArco nUSSbAUmer
President
T: 9560 0666

SWISS ENTREPRENEURS
E: info@swissentrepreneurs.com.au

SWISS YODLERS OF SYDNEY
AloiS kretz
President
T: 9419 7277
W: www.swissyodlersofsydney.org

SWISS ROESTI CLIQUE
kUrt bieri
T: 9634 4536

AUSTRALIAN 
ACADEMIC NETWORK - SAAN
E: info@saan.id.au
W: saan.com.au/

SWISS SMALL BORE RIFLE CLUB
tom hAll
President
Ph: (02) 9913 3344  
www.shooting.org.au

GROUPS
SWISS JASSERS
rUth Will
Organiser
M: 0418 699 353

SWISSCHAM
mArcel SVAtoS
General Manager
T: 9262 1511 
W: www.swisscham.com.au

CERCLE ROMAND
Anne reSplendino
President
T: 9874 9096

OTHER
SWISS RADIO - ECHO HELVETICA
AdriAn plitzco
Presenter - SBS FM 97.7
T: (03) 9949 2121
SUNDAY 7:45PM - 8:00PM

FRENCH SPEAKING RADIO
mArie thereSe bArbe
Presenter - 2RRR 88.5 FM
T: 0419 219 374
TUESDAY 9:00PM - 10:30PM

SWISS INTERNATIONAL AIRLINE 
REPRESENTATIVE OFFICE
SWitzerlAnd toUriSm
Level 25, Tower 2 101 Grafton Street
Bondi Junction NSW 2022
Postal: PO Box 282
Bondi Junction NSW 1355
T: 02 8866 3420
E: st_aus@switzerland.com
W: www.myswitzerland.com

CONSULATE GENERAL OF 
SWITZERLAND
101 Grafton Street, Tower 2, Level 23, 
Bondi Junction NSW 2022
P.O. Box 282, Bondi Junction NSW 1355
T: 8383 4000
F: 9369 1334
OPENING HOURS: 
MONDAY - FRIDAY: 9.00AM - 12.00PM

Swiss Club References
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Services We Provide

guidance education independence

Navigate Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 91 414 170 076 is an Authorised Representative of AMP Financial Planning Pty Limited ABN 89 051 208 327, AFS License No: 232706. This 
document contains general information only. It does not take into account your objectives, financial situation or needs. Please consider the appropriateness of the information in light of 
your personal circumstances. 

  
Harry Moustakas CFP® and Tony Borg of Navigate Financial Group are SMSF Specialist Advisors™

Silvan Frei Dip. F S Brok. QPIB | Authorised Rep. No. 436148
Hirst Financial Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Corporate Ausure Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Insurance Brokers | ACN 096 971 854 | Licence No: 238433

www.navigatefinancial.com.auwww.ausure.com.au

One team dedicated to all your insurance and financial needs.
Navigate Financial Group and Ausure Insurance Brokers aim to get all your insurance 

and financial needs in order and to guide you when making decisions about 
protecting your Family, Assets and Lifestyle, getting a loan or Financial Advice.

• Domestic Insurance • Home and Investment Loans • Financial and Superannuation Advice

• Business and Commercial Insurance • Commercial Loans • Retirement Planning

• Travel Insurance • SMSF Loans • Estate and Tax Planning

• Public and Product Liability • Equipment Finance • Life, Disability and Income Insurance

• Marine Transit Insurance • Leasing • SMSF Advice and Implementation

For obligation free information on any of our insurance services or financial services, please contact us or tick the 
relevant areas of interest and return the form to either Ausure Insurance Brokers or Navigate Financial Group:

Silvan Frei Phone 0416 226 233 Email: sfrei@ausure.com.au 

Marc Ruhoff Phone 0431 339 918 Email: marcr@navigatefinancial.com.au

NFG Services_A4_AUSURE_flyer_advert_6_2015.indd   1 29/06/2015   3:02 pm

 
PROFESSIONAL 
.............................................................

PRACTICE
.............................................................

Services We Provide

guidance education independence

Navigate Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 91 414 170 076 is an Authorised Representative of AMP Financial Planning Pty Limited ABN 89 051 208 327, AFS License No: 232706. This 
document contains general information only. It does not take into account your objectives, financial situation or needs. Please consider the appropriateness of the information in light of 
your personal circumstances. 

  
Harry Moustakas CFP® and Tony Borg of Navigate Financial Group are SMSF Specialist Advisors™

Silvan Frei Dip. F S Brok. QPIB | Authorised Rep. No. 436148
Hirst Financial Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Corporate Ausure Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Insurance Brokers | ACN 096 971 854 | Licence No: 238433

www.navigatefinancial.com.auwww.ausure.com.au

One team dedicated to all your insurance and financial needs.
Navigate Financial Group and Ausure Insurance Brokers aim to get all your insurance 

and financial needs in order and to guide you when making decisions about 
protecting your Family, Assets and Lifestyle, getting a loan or Financial Advice.

• Domestic Insurance • Home and Investment Loans • Financial and Superannuation Advice

• Business and Commercial Insurance • Commercial Loans • Retirement Planning

• Travel Insurance • SMSF Loans • Estate and Tax Planning

• Public and Product Liability • Equipment Finance • Life, Disability and Income Insurance

• Marine Transit Insurance • Leasing • SMSF Advice and Implementation

For obligation free information on any of our insurance services or financial services, please contact us or tick the 
relevant areas of interest and return the form to either Ausure Insurance Brokers or Navigate Financial Group:

Silvan Frei Phone 0416 226 233 Email: sfrei@ausure.com.au 

Marc Ruhoff Phone 0431 339 918 Email: marcr@navigatefinancial.com.au

NFG Services_A4_AUSURE_flyer_advert_6_2015.indd   1 29/06/2015   3:02 pm

 
PROFESSIONAL 
.............................................................

PRACTICE
.............................................................

Services We Provide

guidance education independence

Navigate Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 91 414 170 076 is an Authorised Representative of AMP Financial Planning Pty Limited ABN 89 051 208 327, AFS License No: 232706. This 
document contains general information only. It does not take into account your objectives, financial situation or needs. Please consider the appropriateness of the information in light of 
your personal circumstances. 

  
Harry Moustakas CFP® and Tony Borg of Navigate Financial Group are SMSF Specialist Advisors™

Silvan Frei Dip. F S Brok. QPIB | Authorised Rep. No. 436148
Hirst Financial Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Corporate Ausure Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Insurance Brokers | ACN 096 971 854 | Licence No: 238433

www.navigatefinancial.com.auwww.ausure.com.au

One team dedicated to all your insurance and financial needs.
Navigate Financial Group and Ausure Insurance Brokers aim to get all your insurance 

and financial needs in order and to guide you when making decisions about 
protecting your Family, Assets and Lifestyle, getting a loan or Financial Advice.

• Domestic Insurance • Home and Investment Loans • Financial and Superannuation Advice

• Business and Commercial Insurance • Commercial Loans • Retirement Planning

• Travel Insurance • SMSF Loans • Estate and Tax Planning

• Public and Product Liability • Equipment Finance • Life, Disability and Income Insurance

• Marine Transit Insurance • Leasing • SMSF Advice and Implementation

For obligation free information on any of our insurance services or financial services, please contact us or tick the 
relevant areas of interest and return the form to either Ausure Insurance Brokers or Navigate Financial Group:

Silvan Frei Phone 0416 226 233 Email: sfrei@ausure.com.au 

Marc Ruhoff Phone 0431 339 918 Email: marcr@navigatefinancial.com.au

NFG Services_A4_AUSURE_flyer_advert_6_2015.indd   1 29/06/2015   3:02 pm

 
PROFESSIONAL 
.............................................................

PRACTICE
.............................................................

Services We Provide

guidance education independence

Navigate Financial Group Pty Ltd ABN 91 414 170 076 is an Authorised Representative of AMP Financial Planning Pty Limited ABN 89 051 208 327, AFS License No: 232706. This 
document contains general information only. It does not take into account your objectives, financial situation or needs. Please consider the appropriateness of the information in light of 
your personal circumstances. 

  
Harry Moustakas CFP® and Tony Borg of Navigate Financial Group are SMSF Specialist Advisors™

Silvan Frei Dip. F S Brok. QPIB | Authorised Rep. No. 436148
Hirst Financial Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Corporate Ausure Pty Ltd t/as Ausure Insurance Brokers | ACN 096 971 854 | Licence No: 238433

www.navigatefinancial.com.auwww.ausure.com.au

One team dedicated to all your insurance and financial needs.
Navigate Financial Group and Ausure Insurance Brokers aim to get all your insurance 

and financial needs in order and to guide you when making decisions about 
protecting your Family, Assets and Lifestyle, getting a loan or Financial Advice.

• Domestic Insurance • Home and Investment Loans • Financial and Superannuation Advice

• Business and Commercial Insurance • Commercial Loans • Retirement Planning

• Travel Insurance • SMSF Loans • Estate and Tax Planning

• Public and Product Liability • Equipment Finance • Life, Disability and Income Insurance

• Marine Transit Insurance • Leasing • SMSF Advice and Implementation

For obligation free information on any of our insurance services or financial services, please contact us or tick the 
relevant areas of interest and return the form to either Ausure Insurance Brokers or Navigate Financial Group:

Silvan Frei Phone 0416 226 233 Email: sfrei@ausure.com.au 

Marc Ruhoff Phone 0431 339 918 Email: marcr@navigatefinancial.com.au

NFG Services_A4_AUSURE_flyer_advert_6_2015.indd   1 29/06/2015   3:02 pm




